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Ecclef. V. 8. 
If thou ſee#t the Oppreſſion of the Poor, and Violent Pervert- 


ing of Judgment and wFice in 4 Province, marvel not 
at the matter, for he that is higher than the higheft re- 


gardeth, and there be higher than they. 
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The Lords Spiritual and "Temporal, and 


Commons in Parliament Aſſembled. 


able Houſes of Lords and Commons, the dreadful Groans 0 
His Majeſties Loyal Seamen, and ſhall now, by Gods Afſſiſt- 
axce, continue to lay open their moſt miſerable,deplorable Miſertes, 

in the fatal loſs of their Lives, Health, and Pay, ſince their new 
way of being. manag'd, and coſtly and chargabvle way of being Ruin'd 
and Deſtroyfd, ſuch as theſe Nations never knew in ſo few years, and 
the poor Seamen, and their Families never groan'd under ; all which 
will be feund by the Knz's Pay-Books,and Muſter-Books, wherein it 
will appear ,that about a hanired Thouſand of them have loſt their 
Health,and about 40000 of thx !ojt their Lives,and about booo 
of them run out of their Pay, to ſo great an. increaſe of Fatherleſs 
('hildren and Widows, and fo great Rain to their Families and 
Relations, as they have never groau'd under, and was never known 
to befall them, in ſo few years in this Nation in any Age of the 
World, ſince Noah built lis Ark; all which T hambly Deaicate 
and Recommend to the ſerious Conſideration of the two moſt Hon- 
ourable Houſes of Lords and Commons in Parliament, to be con- 
{aer"d of, before that Judgment come upon us, Malac. 3. 5. That 
God himſelf do come, and be a {wift Witneſs in Judgment 
againſt thoſe that 21 I Hireling in his Wages, the po 1- 
2 OV . 


] Have, for theſe two Years, been laying before the moſt Honour- 


dow and the Fatherleſs, and that turn afide the ſtranger from 
his Right, and fear not God. For if theſe dreadful Ewils are not 
Remedied, and thoſe Enemies of God, and theſe Nations that 
Cauſe them, are not Puniſh'd, it may juſt be fear'd that Innocent 
Blood will b: brought upon this Ky A. , 4rd the Numerons Cries 
and Grawnt of the Valiant, Loyal, Miſtrable Seam"n, end their Pe- 
riſhing Families will at laft pieree the Cloni'r,and en't” into the Ears 
of the Lord of Sabbath, who may then jut!ly ſay ta 4, +5 he did t9 
the People of 'the Jews, Wa, 1. 15, When ye ſpread *-:th your 
Hands, I will hide mine Eyes from you, yes, when ye make 
many Prayers I will nor hear, your Hands are full of Blood. 
Humbly now by a Loyal, Faithful Subjett of his moſt Graci- 
eus Majeſty Rzns WILLIAM, and a faithful Servant to the 
Seamen of England. Written in the fight and preſence of the 
Eternal and Ever Bleſſed God, ro whom he muſt give an Account who 


Remains, 


Hermitage-Bridge Decemb. 26, 
1695. William Hodges, 


Great 
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INTRODUCTION. 
[| May ſay of the Seamens Miſcries as Queen Eſther ſaid of the Tews, 


_— 


that were contriv'd to be Ruiir'd by wicked, curſed Haman, that 
if they and their Families had been ſold for Bondmen and Bond- 
women, I might have held my peace, although the Adverſary 
and Fnemy conld not have Recompenc'd our Gracious King William's 
and the Nation's Damage ; hut to be deſtroycd, die and periſh,in ſuch 
dreadful Numbers, more than the World ever faiw, without fighting; 
and ſo many of their Families Rvined in their Pay alſo, are two de- 
plorable miſeries, and I fear doth cry aloud in the Ears of the Lord of 
Hoſt, who hath ſent ſuch dreadful Loſs of Shipping and Merchandize 
this laſt Year,ſince I repreſented their Groans hefore in part,that I be- 
lieve England never groaned under the like; and l am afraid, in plain 
Fnpliſh,chat God will not always let the poor and Miſerable be mock - 
ed,without either helping of them, or conſidering their Caſe, Agdif 
chere be an Hundred Thouſand Pound or more wickedly gotten our 
of Ruined, Sick andPead Seamens Pay,! fear the Publick hath loſt above 
Three Hundred Thovfand Pound Cuſtom, and the Nation aboveThree 
Millions of Riches this year , and Ruining, atias Running the Seamen 
out of their Pay, with the two fatal Letters, ©. R. will never make ug 
amends, eſpecially when ſo many have thoſe Letters ſet on their Pay, 
when theyhave firſt loſt theirHealths in theService,and then ſet a-ſhore 
ſick, and there die.But this is but one part of their miſerics,among ſome 
Millions ; which 1 will lcave to your Honovrs to confider of, and of 
what fatal conſequence, and what prodigious Charge their Ruin coll 
theſe Nations, beſides the 1,018 of their Lives and Pay, F 
Ang 
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And ndepd their miſerics to m2 ſeem to be not only great miſeries, 

and new miſeries, and fatal miſeries, bur big- bellied mifcries miſeries 
that beget more miſeries, breed more mi'eries, and bring torth more 
miſeries in 8 plentiful manner : ; and it nvt remedicd, are, in my Opi- 
nion, Ii! KC| to increaſe more and more 4 and if G; 2d b2 arifen to 
ſcourge Our Sca- Aitairs, Or (10 arile to icer tie Cr Ul ; of tlie POOT, tHe 
OpPpre! ied, [the Fathe1 lets and the Widow ; then we mult expect to be 
more and more ſcoured : Bur how God will order it, -is beſt known 
only to nſal- The Task his Providence layeth on me, and which 
hath colt me the dreaking of more Reſt in my bed, by my u} ar 
nels of it, within theſe three months, than all my cwin con- 
cerns in ſthe World ever did break my Reſt, theſe thirty 
years. And 1 propoſe not any advantaze to my elf 1 in the wor Id, by 
what I write, except It be, that if the Seamen of Enzland be not Ron. 

wncd, I ſhall eſcape, amonp "the reſt, from —P made a Prey to our E- 


nemies, Who arc 2dvantaced i in 4 great deal of our Scamens Ruins,too 
\Lainly to be hid. 


And now therefore I will repreſent ſome of them. 


. The firſt miſery I ſhall begin with, is that which I thiak firſt be- 
can with them, Th:s War ; and I think, never began before, either in 
theſe Nations, 'or any Nation, and that is, their being paid moſt 
times on | board Ship this War ; and this hath been ſo 1 very dread- 
ful a Lok to them and their Families, | cannot eahly Repreſent it ; they 
have not thereby had the 1 uberty God and Nature alloweth the == 
of Mankihd, of ii: cnding their mony upon the Farth, of Iaying it 
out, at the beſt hand, of ſending it to their F Families, and of bake 
their Deits honeſtly \and | 'eiting Credit for time ro come; and I 
fappole if| the; had Veen P:1d bur half fo mcch 61 1 Shore, once in tWO 
years, and had a Mo nt! ts 1 vert / on Shore, it might h ave been hotter 
for Themſelves, Families, anc | Rel: 119%, many of whoſe Wives, Aged 

rents, or Povr {ind Miſerable Matters and Dames, have loſt a great 
t of ite Huczands, Chiidren or Servants Money, this War, to 
ther very grcat Ruinand Miſery ; and in the Payment ry two Hun- 
dred Thoytund P2yvments On bt 'ard of SIPs, this War, 1 do look on 
it to be Two hundred Thovſand Miferics to their 1 Families. Many 
have ſpent near half the money Recciv'd 


1, 1n going Sixty or an Hun- 
dred wile io tie places where their 1: bands were paid. 


An: 


S? 
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And Secondly, The turning from Ship to Ship, as near as I can calin- 
late, in my Underſtanding of the Seamens Aﬀairs, having this Wer 
had Acquaintance iu every //an of War almoſt in the Fleet, and do 
Judge one Man with another, that ſtayed any long time in the Fleet, 
hath been turn'd over Ten times; and that in Forty Thouſand men 15 
Four Hundred Thouſand miſeries to themſelves, and Four Hundrel 
Thovſand miſeries to their Families, or Relations, But it may be 
that will be wondred at. But I look upon it to be much more. 


For, Thirdly, This and the other foregoing miſery have been, in ni; 
Opinion, both fatal and fruitful Miſeries, for. 


Fourthly, That fatal Miſery of above an Hundred Thouſand Seamer 
ſick, this War, may owe its Birth, half of it unto the two firſt nwcn- 
tioned Parents. 


And Fifthly, That deadly miſery, and loſs to the King, 
and Nation, and Seamens Families ; of above Forty Thouſand Seanen 
dead this War, as I will undertake ro prove by the King's Pay-Books 
and Multer-Books. God knows, If the two firſt miſeries were not 
the Parents of above halt theſe poor fouls death, few of them, in 
compariſon having been kilFd by fighting, 


And Sixthly, Again, the Sixty or Seventy Thouſands Run out of 
their Pay, as there have been this War ; as I will undertaxe to prove 
by the King's Pay-books and Mulſter-books, 2nd 1 will fo order it, 
that any Ship's Book may be examined by a Committee of Lords or 
Commons, to know the Truth of it; and it ſhall not coft His Maje- 
ſty Two Pence for my pains; for 1 do not this for my own Advan- 
tage, but the King's and the Nation's , that the Seamen may not be 
Ruined, and we Ruined in their Fall; For 1 look upon the Scamen 
of England, tho they are many times deſpiſed worſe than 
Dirt ; yet to he as good a fort of Dirt as the Walls of X:m7y Aſh, 
that if they are broken down, the Sca will overflow the whole Marſh- 
£S, and 1: will be then no matter how fine the Houſes are therein, or 
how great Eſtarcs any in that AZarſh have gotten by helping the French 
this War to Inteſligence, and do them Service. 


| fay, the Water would overflow al! the Warm, if the Walls 
were ruined, God grant the Loſs of Fo; Ly Thouſand Scamens Lives, 
this War, andthe Ruting, 4/5 Running of Sixty or Seventy Thou- 
fands 
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ſands of their Pay, ta the Ruin of many of themſelves, and multi- 
tades of their Families, may not provoke God in Judgment to ſend 
gs ſuch another Year's Loſs as. this laſt hath been. The Nation, I 
fear, will groan under ir, if. God ſhould ſcourge us @ azain; and 
then it, may be, it will be thought worth, while to confider waat ſhould 
he the Reaſon that the French, with fix or eight Sinps, ſhould be- ſo 
wiſc as to me2t our Eaſt India Ships in three or Four ſeveral places, 
fo exattly, to take them home to France, as if they had been the Con- 
voy, and waited carefully for them ; and many of onr Ships, only 
to receive double Pay, and keep the Seamen on Board Ship all the 
War, until we have loſt more men than wonld Man all our Fleet 


together, if alive ; 


And we having, about 160 Ships in Pay this Year, it 1s a littie 
ftrange, and they not Ten Ships in a Body, and yet they know 
where to meet our Eaſt India Ships, and our Weſt India Ships, and 
our Gnmea Ships ; and this is fatal to Eng/and, that ſeems to he under 
the ]ndgment of 1/rael of Old, Iſatab 59. 10. We grope for the Wall, 
like tie Blind;, we grope as if we had no Eyes;, we ſtumblc at Noou Doy 
as in the Night ; we are iu deſolate places, as dead men. And God de- 
liver theſe Nations from what is mentioned in the Four Verſes follow- 
Ing. | 
Sur Seventhly, Another dreadful Miſery attending the Two Firſt, 
is, many Ships having had their Number of Men buried two or three 
times over before they are paid ; and ſome have had their Number of 
Men, Eight or Ten times over, before the; :re paid, as I can prove 
by ſeveral Ship's Books, if occafion be; for it 1 know my own Heart, 
t dare not aſſert any thing but ſuch as my Conſcience will witneſs, 
to the beſt of my Underſtanding, to be Truth, and what may, the 
moſt material part, be proved by the King's Books, and the others by 
the dreadful Experience of multitudes of miſerable people. And, 


Fighthly, Another Miſery is, that there is ten or twenty Thouſand 
«an2w's not where to find their Relations,(dead, or gone out of ſeveral 
S'1ps,as by the Ships Books will appaar.) Who are now looking after 
their Money, except it may be ſome timcs thoſe Curſcd Plagues of the 
Seamen,the Cheats, and Ticket-buyers,and Purſers, and Enaves that a- 
g.ree together, to have Two or Three Hundred Ponnds Raiſed in a 
Ship, as hath been made appear. Bnt 1ow ſad ts it for the poor Iidows, 
or Relatiins nf troſe that earned their Money, to have them preſs from one 
*bip to aavtver until they do not know where to find them,or when they died. 

| | And 


FJ 


Andi is to be fearcd there is Ten Thouſand Seamen more de adthis 
War in the King's Service than can be proved by the King'e Books ; 
ſome receiving their money by Letters of Attorney, after they are 
dead, to fave Adminiitring; and as I ſaid, many being never enquired 
after at all, looks as If they were dead. 

9. There 1s another miſery, by being turned from Ship to Ship, and 
not paid ; and fo the Captain of the Laſt Ship commands their Tickets 
from them for the other Ship, and carrieth them away to the Straits,or 
where he pleaſes, that the poor miſerablk Seamen have not liberty to 
have a Penny of money for their Tickets, to buy thenielves Cloaths, 
or their Families Bread ; And it may be the orher Ships they came out 
of are paid in the mean time, and their Wives or Friends loſe their 
Payment at Broadſtreet, becauſe the Captains are at Sea, and have their 
Tickets ; and whether ever the Seamen groaned under theſe miſeries 
before, I know not. 

10. When the poor miſerable Wretches come from the Straits, as 
many did lately, and the Captains give them their Tickets again, they 
have not one Days liberty and freedom from the Preſs, to come up 
and look after any money for them ; and ſome men are paid off in the . 
laſt Ship, and yet have money due in 2 or 3 other Ships, and not one 
days liberty to ſhew their Heads to get a Penny for the ſame. But if 
any Curſed Ticket-Buyer meets them, it may be they muſt ſell them 
their Pay due in a Shipor Two before, at near half loſs: And this 
War hath been the greateſt Encouragement to Extortioners and Vil- 
lains to Cheat the King, and to Ruin the Seamen, that ever was in the 
World, if my Underſtanding fail me not. And again, 

11. This Rvining ſo many Thouſands of Secamen, hath been a pre- 
tended Neceſſity to help Rnin the reſt, either in thcir Pay, as om 
ſaid, or by their totally loſing all their Pay, that are made Run, and 
have no Friends to look after it ; For I can ſhew vnder the Hands and 
Seals of near Thirty in one Ship, that are made Run in other Ships, 
or in their own where they are ſtill ; anc! they did defire to have the 
Books ſearched, why, or when they were mide Run: But that would 
not be admitted without Petitioning ; and the Men cannot have leave 
to come up to Petition ; and ſo their Fay may he loſt until Dooms 
Day. But whether tice Nation will thrive che herter, Coed knows. 
Indeed we thrived better when we hear the french; Brr aftcr that the 
Seamens niſeries came cn thick and Threctc!d, az may he {cen in the 
laſt part of my Bock : And how we have thrived fince, ict the Smir- - 
na Elect, and the Eaſt Indie Rvines, and 13% dia and Cuinrea Loſſes 
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ſpeak ; For I believe God would have the Nation conſider what he 
{neaks by them. And, 

12. Another miſery to the Nation is, That as Capt. St. Lo hath 
publiſhed ro|the Parliament, and to all the World in Print, that it 
colt the Nation above Five Huadred Thouſand Pound a Year, the not 
paying, off ovr great Ships cvery Year, and yet he ſaith we might have 
a Wiuter Squadron belides, of fitteen Third Rates, and fourteen 
Fourth Rafes, befides all our Fifth and Sixth Rates, and that would be 
Money ſaved. 

And 1 3. | The faid Cap. St. Lo, one of the Commiſſioners of the 
Navy, hath publiſhed, as aforeſaid, That it coſt the Eing, befides about 
fixty thouſand Pound the Yeur prefling men ; and if there he preſt 
Ten Thouſand Men m a Year, it coſt the King, by that Rule, fix pound 
a Man for uu of the ſaid Ten Thouſand Men. 

14. He faith, That the Colliers give 7 or $1. a man for Scamen, by 
Reaſon of the Preſs; which before they did nſe to have for 3o s. and 
likewiſe do ſometimes give 3o or 40s. a man for men to briny them 
up the River ; and if ſo, then I ſuppoſe I may modeitly Judge, that 
the Collier-Trade, and Coaſting Trade of England, is at mach more 
than an Hundred "Thouſand Pound the Year extraordinary Charge, be- 
cauſe of the Preſs. And, 

15. It may be modeſtly ſuppoſed, That if there be Forty Thovſand 
Scamen,more imployed in the Merchants ſervice for other Voyages, 
and they have aboht 301. the Year a peice, which is 50 s. per month ; 
and they uſe to ſail for 3o ; then there is 201. a Year extraordinary 
charge for every man in the Merchants ſervice ; and that is Four Hun- 
dred and Eighty Thouſand Pound the Year extraordinary charges, be- 
cauſe of the Ruin and ſcarcity of Seamen, and becauſe of the Preſs. 
Andalfo the Merchant Ships are forced ſtill, for to ſupply the Ruin, 
Deſtru&tion, Death and Loſs of the Seamen in the King's Ships. 

16. Whereas had the Seamen in the King's Ships been preſerved, 
incouraged and increaſed, as it could not have been modeſtly comput- 
ed, but they ſhould have increaſed 3o or 40000 Men this War, if they 
had been paid off every Year, as the French and Dutch do, and their 
Lives faved on ſhoar ; and this Million of Money ſaved every Year, 
would have been an help to England, towards our I.nſſes. But, 

17. If the ?rench fave Five Millions of Money this War ( that we 
waſlt) and have got ( as it may be feared) Ten Millions of Shipping 
and Riches from us, this mult at Seven Years end be a ſad difference ; 
but in the cnd of my Book, I have ſhewed, how Purſer Maidman 


Pub- 
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Publiſhed in Print, That a French Marqueſs had told the French King, 
he might make the Engliſh rvin themſelves, But I hope that our Gra- 
cious King William, and the Two moſt Honcurable Houſes, will prove 
that Marqueſs a L jar for time ro- come. But indeed our Seamen's 
Miſerics and Ruin hath Deen roo great, and too fruitful. And that, 

18. Anotlier Mitery to the Scamen is, when coming heme of long 
and hard Voyages, t:'y are Preit away before they come to Land, ai.d 
have not liberty t.- Teicelh themſelves, with freſh Air and freſh Pro- 
vilion, nenhber tC rec ve their Pay; but it may be ſeat away of long 
Voyo7zcs again, 19 the cn:langering of the ruin of their Health, Lives, 
and Pay, and ventures coni' 2% home. Many Maſters paying them al- 
molt what they pleaſe, or 1: curſed Villains make their Friends go to 
Law for their Wages, and a!; becauſe of the Preſs. 

19. This way of management hath been alſo very fatal to many 
Tradeſmen and Inhabitants in this City and Suburbs, concerned with 
Seamen ; for ite Seamen are not ſafe one Day from the Preſs to 
ſhew their Hea1s, afcer they are Paid, if it were to fave their Health, 
and Lives, and Money. And thus in Fifty Thouſand Merchant Sea- 
men kept from coming to London, and about Forty Thouſand im- 
pioy'd in Men .6f War, and Tenders, and paid moſt part on Board, 
it may be modeſtly computed the Tradeſmen and Inhabitants of Lon- 
don, have loſt ſeveral Years the taking of near a Million of Money a 
Year, at Ten Pound a Man, for Cloaths and Vicuals, and all Con- 
veniences for to fit them again to Sea, to ſerve his Majeſty freely ; 
and many of them from laying our all their Money in Goods, to re- 
turn home to Scotland to their Friends, For it may be modeſtly 
judged, a Fourth, if not a Third part of our Seamen, are Scotch. 

20. And what a Miſery it is to have our Seamen ſo dwindled away 
as the Government, to be forced at ſeven Years cud, to preſs, and 
hawl, and tear Seamen from all Merchant Ships coming home, and 
all over the City of London and Suburbs, and very.many Watermen, 
and the Colhier-Trade to boot; and that with more violence now, 
when they have not Eight of their Enemics in a Body this Year, and 
yet to be at more trouble to get Men for to fit out halt a dozen Ships 
now, then was to fit out the whole Fleet, when they were well paid, 
before they beat the French; and yet, thongh this work of Preſling, 
hath been almoſt all this Year, yet the ſcarcity of Sea 1:67 hatlebecn 
fach, that we have had Fonr or Five of our biggeſt Ships lain ſeveral 
Months not Manir'd enough to go out to Sea, And, | 
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21, By this dreadful Preſs from Year to Year, the feamen of F- 
land are hindred from ſeeing their Families; ſo that it may be ſadly 
id to Heart, how at this rate of turning them Irom Ship to Ship, 
until they die; or if by the King paid off \vingly, they ſhall be 
catched in aDay or two.How then it can ever be e:.netted,by any think- 
Ing Men, that the Seamen's Wives, Friends, F.:rents, or Relations, 
can ever ſee their Husbands, or Friea1s apain, ther in London, or 
any Sea-Port-T own of ?# 19iau4or Scothr1d, vehile this War laiteth, 

22, Except the Sc.:ven fly avvay (ar if they wer? afraid and aſham- 
ed to appear) by Fiundieds or Thonf-.ut,, as they have been forced 
to do of late; 2nd 5 Toah ſaid to Dry! real away as Men that flee 
in Battel ; whi.h 7o.b old D 21d, w 14 be of a fad conſequence to 
him; as they that picaſe may read :-. ae beginning of the 19 Chap. 
of the 2d. Boot: of amet : and thercrure he adviſed David to ſpeak 
comfortably to them. 

But by the ve management of ur Seamen, they have been ma- 
ny of them, for-ed to fare nuſcrable iard, as it ſeems they did in ſe- 
veral ' hips, on mail Beans, called by them Horſe-heans, two Days in 
the Week, and pinched for 4d.» Ale, called Water, nntil they have 
ſix or ſeven Pound a Man die ft Victuals and Water-money, as by 
the King's Books will appear, ver they are never like to come to ſee 
if His Majeſty will pity any of their Miſeries, provided there be but 
fo much care taken, to ſet two or three Ships Companies to Preſs di- 
ligently in Zondon, it ſcares tliem away from the City, worſe than 
their Enemy's Guns ever dic ſcare them from Fighting. But as ſome 
of them ſaid, when they had hid a Day or two, to be kept as if they 
were in a Goal, they conld not indure; and ſo, as they came private- 
ly to London, they ſtole away with ſpeed and ſecrefie. And they 
that can think they will ever come chearfully again into the Service, 
mult have a ſtronger Belief than mine ; whereas many of them ſaid, 
had they had but one Month's liberty to have ſpent their Money free- 
ly, they would have as freely gone into the Service again. But not 
to haveone Fourteen Days liberty, now at 7 YgFs end, for thoſe poor 
Souls that eſcape with their Lives, ems gp be miſerable miſer- 
able, depÞrably miſerable: And s, had they been paid off 
yearly, and had liberty on Shoar, aud their Lives preſerved, multi- 
tudes of Seamen we might in reaſon have exyeed to have had to 


_ _ fave many hundred thouſand Pound per Year, as afore- 
id. Burt, 
| 23, If 
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23. If our Seamen be ſo ſcarce, and ſo deſtroy'd; when our Ene- 
my's Fleet is all laid up, it may be inquired what we ſhalt want when 
their Fleet is all out. And if all our Ship's Books be examin'd, what 
we have now, and what number will be needful to fill them up with 
Men, it will be found to be near fifreen Thouſand Men, notwithſtand- 
ing all the extraordinary charge of ſome Millions of Money for time 

: And if thoſe in the Service now, be never fuffered to ſee their 
Families or Relations, it may be confidered by all thinking Men, how 
thoſe who-do grow up for time to come, will ever be incourag'd to 
come into the Service of the Nation, ſo freely as others have done 
formerly ; ſeeing thoſe that come into the publick Service, muſt reſolve 
to-renounce Wife and Family. 

24. It may be inquired, if Men are turn'd from Ship to Ship, un- 
til they are Sick, and then ſet on Shoar for cure, and there dye, and 
be then Od. or Rd. out of their Pay ; how in this caſe it can be ſafe, 
to be in the Service of the Nation, for time to come, or for any 
Tradeſmen to truſt them that are therein, if there be not care taken 
to ſecure the Pay of thoſe who are ſo miſerably turned over from Ship 
to Ship, until fallen-fick, and ſo ſent on Shoar, and fo dye, and 
Runn'd out of their Pay; 

25. And if there be ſixty odd Thouſand Quzried and Runwd out of 
their Pay; if there be a Sitting to pretend to relieve then twice-in 
a Week, and there be twenty Petrtions in a Week heard, that is one 
Thouſand in a Year, and fo at that rate, if all Petition for Relief, . 
their Petitions will be fixty Years in- hearing, prorato.. And, 

27. If ſome are kept a Year, or more, before they are Relieved 
whoſe caſc is juſt, then it may be confidered, how very unjuſt and- 
crne] it muſt be to delay Juſtice to them, And to prove the many 
Cruelties and Injuſtices put on- Ruined Seamen, thoſe Certificates and 
Afﬀidavits (laid vp in the Navy-Office) of thoſe who are Relieved, 
will be ſufficient witneſs; befides the many Thouſands whoſe dreadful 
caſe is ſuch, that can get no Relief. 

27. And if Sixty Thouſand of the miſerable Seamen are Run ont of 
their Pay, as by the ſeveral Ships Books will appear, this may admit 
of a donble ſerious Conhderation: one of which God in Juſtice will 
require of the Nation, let it be pafſed over as ſlightly as it will, by 
thoſe who have all along helped to ruin our Loyal Seamen and their. 
Families ; and that is, How many are nnjuſtly, and cruelly, and 
ſhametully, and unmercifully Ran out of their Pay? And if but a 

fixth 
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fixth part dre made Run wrongfully, their Groans and Cries will cry 


louder to Heaven-for Juſtice or Veageance againſt the; Natien, rhan all 


the: qther five parts will do us good, And indeed, the wiſe Man 
ſaith, Ecoluſ. 34, 22, 23, The bread of the necdfu! 15 th: life of the Poor , 
he that defraudesh bim thereof, us a 1rderer, He that tatth away bis 
Neighbours living, flayeth him ;, and. be that defraudes'; te Labourer of 
bns:'hire; 4s a blpa-jbedder. 4nd when one prayeth, and dit ther curſeth, 
whoſe. vice will. the Lord bear Now this is Printe with our Church- 
Bibtes, and will witneſs to the World, That ic is a kiiiing, a bloody, 
and b)}Þod-ſucking thing, to take away the Hire 0: the Labourer, and 
not ſh a flight thing as ſome (tha: have riſen a\moit from the dung- 
hill, on th ruins of others) may ſuppoſe, and theretore worthy to be 
the more ic: :cully inquired after, aud rhe more efpccially tince there is 
a more Prodrgious Number of Ten Thouſands of Men Kun out of 
their Pay, than ever the World ſaw in fo few Years, and ſuch fatal 
Loſſes of Ships e114 Merchandize followed the ſame. 

Bur 2dly, Suppele Le other Fifty Thouſand be made Run Juſtly, 
then it may be ſuppoſed greatly uſeful for the Information of the Ho- 
nourable Houſes ( that would encourage the Seamen ) to known and be 
informed what dreadful uſage, or Fatal Management, or miſerable diſ- 
couragement the Scamen of Engl1d and Scotland have met with this 
War, that ſhould mak? them Run away ſo many times Ten Thouſand 
out of the Service of ſo gracious a King, and fo good a Country, where 
God, Angels and Men will bear them Witneſs ; they will lay down 
their Lives at any time for the Service of both; and that they have 
always been Lovers of King William, and Courazious for their Conn- 
trey; and will, if led on, go up to the Muzzels of their Enemies 
Guns, in defence of their Coverrey ; and have never loſt one Ship, 
by their default, this War ; and have never run away for fear of iigh- 
ting, | or being kill'd : By which it appears there has beea fo great” a 
number of miſeries thrown on ſome of them this W ar, which they e- 
ſteen1 worſe than Death ; and yet there is a further miſery of their 
converling with ten times more Death by ſickneſs, in ſome Voyages, 
than by their fighting; For when there hath but abour thirty or tcrty 
men come home alive, that went out 1n a Ship, and the Ship, it may 
be buried Three, Five, or Seven Hundred Men ina Voyage; aad they 
tat eſcaped with Lite to come home, have not had fo mech mercy 
ſewn them, as 4o be'paid off on ſhoar, to get a little Refrcfanent 
and Strength, and to let the Wives,or Relations of about Forry in S2- 
ven Hundred, fce that there was ſome eſcaped, anu c>mc huime again. 

And 


SE 

: And to be plain, this kind of tewing to death in Ships, tho it have 
been, it may be ten times more fatal to the Seamen than fighting ; yet 
it is not ſuch a Death as the Seamen expe& or love; and-it is a death 
of no profit to the Nation ; it weakens, and is the way to Ruin our 
Seamen, but kills not one Enemy. If Forty Thouſand of our Seamen 
be turn'd from Ship to Ship, until they die, this kileth not oue Ene- 
my ; but if they loſe their Lives in. fight, they do uſbally kill a greater 
Number of their Enemies, and that is ſoracthing of Comfort ; and 
their Wives, or Aged Parents, uſe to get Bounty-money, and not be 
baſely run out of their Pay, after they are deal : And I mult faithfully 
declare my Opinion, that they that would hide the dreadful Ruin and 
Deſtruction of the Ten Times Ten Thovſand Seamen Ruined ia their 
Health, Lives and Pay.and would not let his Majeſty,and the Two moſt 
Honourable Houſes of Parliament know rhcT ruth of their Miſery and 
Deſtruction, are Enemies to God, to the King, to the Nation, to 
common Juſtice and Equity ; yer, to common Moral Honeſty and 
prudent Policy; For the Seamen ct 2 ngland muſt be made uſe of as 
long as England is an Ifland, both in Peace and War; and there is not 
one Soul in Enzland ſafe, in Life and Eſtate, if our Seamen were de- 
ſtroyed : And if by our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, it was derlared to be 
a damnable thing of thoſe who ſhovld be bid to depart at the Laſt Day, 
as accurſcd, that did not give meat to the Hungry, and drink to the 
Thirſty, and Clothes to the Naked and Strangers, and Vilits to the 
Sick; then I would appeal to all Mankind, how much more a damna- 
ble thing it mult be, inſtead . of giving, toitake: away the Bread from 
the Hungry, or be ſo unmerciſil to the Strangers and 'Widows, to run 
them out of their Pay wrongfully, and then make them wait a Year or 
Eighteen Months for Juſtice, and pawn ſome of thoſe Clothes that 
ſhould help to cover their Nakednels, to help them while they petiti- 
en, and give 55. a peic? to a Fellow or two ſet to take in their Petiti- 
ons, and get them anſwered, as many have done ; I do really declarel 
have ſometimes thought that Dives's Dogs might beſeveral Degrees 
kinder to poor Lazarus than ſuch Fellows are to poor Ruined Seamens 
Wives; for they Kindly licked his Sores ; and did not ſnap and ſnarl 
at him, and tear his Clothes off his back ; and beſides, Lazarus came 
to bez mcrcy, theſe come to ask but Juſtice ; and that which the Na- 
tion will ſmart for, I fear, by ſome ſeverer ſtrokes, if they have it 
not; and 1n plain honeſt love to our gracious King William, and good 
Old Engliſh Intereſt ; and to Honeſty and Policy, 1 will declare my O- 
pinion faithiully, That if there be nor wiſer, or honeſter Tools =» wr | 

oun 
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found in England; than thoſe who on the one hand help, to Ruin, or 
have helped to Ruin ſo many Scores of Thouſands of Seamen in their 
Lives or Pay ; and on the other hand, have not either Wit enough or 
Honeſty enough to have our extraordinary Rich Merchant Ships wait- 
ed for as ceatally, with all our many Scores of Men of War, to ſe- 
cure them home to England, as the French can do with Eight or Ten 
Ships to ſecure them home to France, I fay, in ſhort, if there be not 
better Tools, God Almighty knows when there will be better work : 
For our Caſe 1s like to be fad, and I would fay as Chriſt did to the Fha- 
riſees, concerning St. John Baptiſs Miniſtry (tho in ancther Caſe ), 1 
our Loſſes be from Heaven, they are dreadful ;, and if from /:. en, they are 
ſhameful and ſcandalous, and ruinins and miſerable : And if, as St. Paut 
faith, a It:le Leaven will leaven the whole Lump ;, then the Almighty God 
knoweth in what places or Nations a man or two in half a Score, may 
poyſon, miſlead and befool all the reſt. And now I think of this, 
there is a place of Scripture comes into my mind, concerning //7ael of 
old, that God did threaten them to do a marvellous work, and a won- 
der, Iſa. 29. 14, 25. For the wiſdo-nu 07 the wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the 
Underſtanding of the Prudent ſhall be hid : and woe wo them that ſeek deep 
to hide their Counſel from the Lord - and their works are ia the dark; and 
they ſay, who ſeeth us, and who knoweth us. And indeed, to make, no 
Application (wanting parts) I muſt leave it to the Wiſe and Learn- 
ed to Judge of the meaning of this place, and that before mentioned, 
of groping as the blind that have no eyes. And indeed in England we 
have a kind of a Proverb, That there 1s none fo blind as they that will not 
fee. Andif that be a true ſaying, there's certainly much more dan- 
ger of the King's being cheated, when they that ſhould ſee to have it 
puniſhed, do all they can to have it ſmuggled up, as ſome in Offices of 
the Navy Concerns have been publickly accuſed to do in the buſineſs 
of ſtealing the King's Stores at Portſmouth ; and if our Ships that are 
in the King's Service, cannot ſee the French in a great while, when in 
the mean time a:Merchant Ship is not ſafe to go 40 Leagues on orr 
own Coaſt, hut is in danger to ſee a French Ship, and be taken, which 
hath heen a great Riddle to me all this War ;, and I have wondred at 
it. and have conſulted how another Nation might be ſo ſerved ; and 
my Reaſon tells me, they might be ſo ſerved ſeveral ways, as one is by 
2jving Men of War Command to lye in ſuch and ſuch a place, and not 
10 Cruiſe all over the Channel ; and in the mean time, if people had a 
contiiual Correſpondence with their Enemy from a Sca-Port Town, 
33 Deip may be in France, to Rye in England, then if the one _—_ 
| ? 
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_ did know the ſtation of Ft. other Nation, they might 
ply up and down in other parts free and ſafe ;” and if a Ship or two - 
come almoſt into the Harbours, and .takes away a Prize, : ay gp) 
a. Man of War or two, there ready'to go out after 'them, yeri 
Commanders of the Men of War will not go out after them, as a 
Captain or Two would not lately, either for want of Will or want'of 
Orders, at Margate in Kent ; then the Enemies Ships may be ſafe c- 
novugh. And indeed, I haye many times thought, That when Thieves 
come {> near the Houſe, it 1s_very dangerous to have any of their 
Friends within doors : And it may be ſometimes they have too many, 
the more the pity. © Bot 1 wongred at one thing, which js, of all the 
Intelligence that 15 carried to. and' again from Rye to France, "I knew 
but one Commander.that, was ſet to catch them, that took any, and 
that was Capt. Grantham, and he took the Owler that carried over that 
Mournful News to England, "and Joyful News to France, laſt Year, of 
her moſt, graciaus Majeſty's Death, before it was publickly known in 
England; and Capt. Grantham was preſently turned ont of his Imploy- 
ment ; and, as he faid; Fbe Lords of our JO never ſent him word 
what it was for. And indeed, if it were to pleaſe the people of Ry 
or thoſe Sea-Port Towns, they ought in Gratitude and T ine? 
to acknowledge their Lordſhips Kindneſs, and endeavour to make 
them amends. But it ſeems Capt. Grantham never was ſent for, nei- 
ther ever went to ire the.Cauſe.; and he is not a beggarly Fellow 
to cry Peccavi, for taking the Owler, or examining her Men ſeparate- 
ly (if that were his Crime :) and whether there were another Owler 
taken before, all this War, I know not, or whether there were Men 
ſet to watch, that would not, or could not fee them, 

But for the people of Rye, or any other Town or place, if they d6 
correſpond with France, and do help to betray us, in 'my mind, they 
are worſe than Beaſts, to betray their Native Conntrey ; for, as the 
Scripture ſaith, The Ox knoweth bis Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter's 
Cribb; ſo none bunt worſe than Beaſts would betray ſuch a brave Coun- 
try as ours is, into the hands of the worſt of mankind, that hath Re- 
ally plagned the Chriſtian World, ahd deſtroyed more Hundreds of 
Thouſands of Men, and more Hundreds 'of Towns and Citics, and 
more of the Proteſtant Religion, in Twenty Five Years, than the 
Turks have done this Hundred Years. And this may be plainly known by 
thoſe, who are converſant inthe Hiſtory of this laſt hundred years,and 
the Weekly Villany of rhe French for = Twenty Five Years: Aud 3 
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cannot with my Eyes and Spedtacles,ſee how the bigzeſt Tra: 
In i 9 can ſecure to himſelf Two pence 0 what he hath. i 
gyr Seamen were Ruined, and the French prevail over us; For if an 


$1, or = Popiſh or French Rogue, or Teſwit comes, he may dif 
thoſt that were : AT 


', 

their greateſt Friends ; and the French King can 
expetted to be. kinder to the Engliſh than he was to his own Lovi 
Proteſtant Subjes, who did help to keep him in the Throne when his 
Uncle would have put him by, for being a Baſtard; and yet, like an 
mngrateful Wretch, he hath Ruined in their Religion and E- 
ſtates more effefually than all the bloody ing Perſecutws ever 
aid; and his Dragoons hath opt-done all the Heathen Tyrants in the 


"World, for Rootihg out Religion effeQually : And therefore 1 do 


Took on his Friends in England to be void of Grace and Reaſon, and. 
Fancky and Policy, and common Senſe. And ſo much for that. 

But. I bad almoſt forgot the Remainder of our Sgamens Groans; for 
I think I may in-the next place, ; | 

28. Repreſent in part the dreadful miſery, in their heing turn'd a- 
ver ſo many Hundred.times, to the Loſs of their Pay, in their dreadful 
waiting, till they meet with thoſe fatal plagues of the Seamen, the 
"Ticket Extortioners, who have ſwallowed up a great deal of their 
Pay at-half Loſs, to the ſhame of the very Name: of Common Moral 
Heathen Honeſty, and which will certainly cry for Vengeance, if thoſe 
oppreſſed be not relieved ; for by-this turging men over, as I faid, fo 
many Hundred Thouſand times, 'it cauſeth many Hundred Thouſand 
of Extraordinary Traibles in their waiting; and many poor and 
wretched Seamen have heen:removed into threeor four Ships in ſix or 
eight months time; and it often falls qut, that one of thoſe payments 
due, if it-be but for thirty or forty ſhillings, is paid part one year, and 
part another; fo.that. if their poor Wives, or Relations, wait a year 
or two, as they oft times do, for the firſt payment, then they are liable 
to wait another year-for the ſecoqd part of rhe ſaid thirty or forty thi)- 
lings dueat. the ſame time to the Seamen jn the ſaid Sh, as the King's 
Books will make appear ; -only tt may be Twenty Shillings before .2- 
pril, and Ten Shillings after ; or it may be Fifteen Shillings before Mi- 
chaelmas, and Sixteen Shillings after ; and it is ſo managed, that the 
Ships having not any ſer days appointed to pay fiich a Sip, (as ſome- 
times it falls out ) they expect a Ship will be paid next week, and per- 
haps it is a month. or next day, and it.isa Week or Fortuight, and 


eſe help to plague and torment the poor Ruined Seungs; Fami- 
Sg ies, 


>. 
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lies, who in Five Hundred Thouſand Turnings over, may be forced to 
wait, ſuppoſe but Ten Days for' each payment, is Five Millians- of 
Trouble ;- which would be. faved, if the Seamen were, as formerly, 
kept to their Ships g Year or two, and —_— But now 
dreadful miſery is, by this turning over ;.. It is commog to 
to pay a Ship, and it may be there ts left Nine Months ta hand; 
of. ad not fifty men in that Ship hath money due {d long : | But they 
That have a year, or two y or more pay due, are turn'd iato other 
Ships; and when I think of the Seamens miſeries this War, if I were 
to repreſent them at large, I might write a Volume as big as a Church 
Bible ; therefore what I have written, or can: write, is-lixe a painted 
Fire on a Wall, they and their Families feel the Heat of the deyonring 


Flames, in their Lives and pay; and it may be ſome will, to paliate the 


buſineſs, ſay, That it is /ubje& to all men to dic. Now to that 1 will an- 
ſwer, it is true; and 1 have ſuppos'd the dying of people in the Bills 
of ity, whelin ſuppoſe there dieth :_ Five Thouſand in 
a year, which is the moſt; and there bea Million of people in all, it is 
but oue is Forty ; and: many Count. the. City more ſickly than the 
Countrey; andif fo, it is but the whole Number of people dead in 
Forty Years, which is about a fixth part every Seven Years. | - But our 
Sea-Afﬀairs, by the Ships Books, will prove, that there hath been 
more buried in Seven Years than the Honourable Houſe of Commons 


| hath reckoned will man the whole Fleet the next Year ; and yet I ſup- 


poſe not above one in twenty, witch fighting againſt their Enemies: And 
except thoſe two or three thouſand Seamen dead in France ; the 
reſt are all dead among thoſe that be their Friends, and by 
their Death have not hurt one of their Enemies, 


And now I ſpeak of thoſe wha die in France, I will mention one mi- 
ſery, aud deplorable miſery-more. | 


29. Of the moſt dreadful Number of Seamen taken into France in 
men of War and A4erchant Ships, loſt this War, thoſe who [eſcaped 
with their Lives, and were brought beck to Plymouth again, thoſe 

r Souls had. not one penny of money, nor a Rag of Cloaths, but 
uch Lonlie ones as theFyareb gave them, were forced to begor, ſtarve to 


. London; andif they periſh on the.Road, as the Lord knoweth who 


bath, and who hath not : But beg or ſtarve is generally the Word ; 


and when they come to London, here they muſt haye no money, nor 


C 2 cloaths, - 
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cloaths, but wais Orders what Ship to go into next, naked as they 
came.  Andif the Citizegs of London will truſt them for cloaths,they 
may. ; but if they do, they muſt expeQ to be threatned to be ſhot, or 
have their Boats ſtaved at the Ships fides at Pay-Day,-if they go for 
their money ; or come to bring Cloaths to ſell the Seamen, which is a 
common practice of late. So that the dreadful miſery of the Seamen, 
as 1 ſaid before, begets more miſeries ; For if they have not money 


nor Cloaths before, nor caunot be ſupplied at Pay-Day, this is adding, 


miſery to miſery : And another thing I wonld obſerve by the way, 
That before the giving about Sixty pound a Year to: the 
Double-pay Officers, under whoſe agement (tt ſeems )the Nation 
hath loſt near an Hundred Ships: 1 ſay, before that, the Seamen ta- 
ken into France, had the Forty ſhillings a peice his moſt gracious MMa- 
jeſty uſed to allow them, when taken in the men of War, which is 


: now denied, and taken _ from them; which makes me- wonder 


what is the real meaning of that ſaying+of NieKing Solomon, 
Prov. 2.2. 16. He that oppreſſeth the Poor to increaſe his' Riches, and he 
that giveth to the Rich, ſurely come tv» want. Naw thi#Text is fit 
for the Learned t5 conſider of, whether the Ruining, and Running 
our Seamen out of their pay, after they have been turn'd from Ship 


-to Ship, until they-fall ſick, and then ſent on ſhore, and there die, with 


ſeveral other miſeries thrown upon them, be the way to increaſe our 


- Riches any more than giving double Pay to many that it may be ne- 


ver ſaw a Gun fired in Anger this whole War. ' / 


And another Miſery on ſome poor Seamen, or finall Officers is, If 
a Man be a ſmall Officer, though it be but -3o or 40 Shillings per 
Month, and have ſeveral Lodgers that he hath Fed and Clothed, when 


- they had no Money, if they leave a power for the Friend or Land- 


lord, to receive their Pay, it ſhall not be: paid, becauſe he is-a ſmall 
Officer ; though by -the way, thoſe ſmall Officers that never had an 
nity to Cheat the King, and the Seamen, in their Tickets and 
Pay; theſe have no double Pay, neither a Penny more than former- 
+ And yet, if any poorWidow in Scotland delires one of theſe Of- 
icers of 30. Or 40 — a Month, to receive her dead Husband's 
Money, # ſhall not be paid, which to me ſeems to be a puniſhing the 
Righteous with the wicked, which Abrabam did believe God himſelf 
would not ſerve the Sodomites, And, 
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30. Another way of deprivin , miſerable, ruined Seamen of 
their Pay is, though they are diſcharged fairly, by reaſon of Sickneſs 
or DiſtraQtion, and ſtand fair in the Ships Book; and have Tickers 
given” them, regularly Signed by all the Officers, to receive their 
Money, yet if the Commiſſioner will pleaſe but to ask they that have 
theſe powers and Tickets, where ſuch a Man is, or in what Ship, and 
they do not know? As who can tell. where a Man is a Year or two 
after he is diſcharged, (when it may be he has been in ſeveral Ships,,) 
then the Commiſſioner will not pay one Perny of the poor Man's Pay ; 

fo that if the magagement of the Seamens Pay be examined, 1 am afraid 
it will be found to be all Will and Pleaſure, alas all Arbitrary : And, 
indeed; many. Thouſands have fonnd it ſo; and that makes me think 
of the "Thouſands of 7rentices inthe Navy, if they be poor Watermens, 
or Widows Prentices, &c. it the Commiſſioner pleaſeth, he will pay 
the Prentice, notwithſtanding the Indenture. But if it be ſuch as the 
Commiſſioner” pleafeth to ſtop the Money on board of Ship, by In- 
denture, the Prentice ſhall have not a Pemny, though it may be his 
Maſter hath not been at Twelve Pence Charge in a Year, for the Pren-- 
tice, ſo that there 1s no certain Rule, but all left to will and pleaſure, 
whoever 1s ruined. - . 

- Now it may be ſome will think, I have met with Difficulties in the 

Pay of the Fleet my ſeff. Now as to that, I never uſed to complain. 

ia my own Cauſe; neither did. I ever. petition the, Navy-Board.for 

but one Run, of all that ever I was concerned with, and that was for. 

a poor Widow at Zynn; and had it anſwered, but it was 2 or 3 

Years paſt. . 

And indeed, I have received a Thouſand, or Fifteen Hundred Pay- 
ments, 'of Seamens Pay, my elf, as the King's Books will-make appear 
and 1 bleſs God, I never had any Complaint againſt me, to be called. 
before them : For I bonghr moſt part of what I bought, at Two Shil- 
lings, or half a Crown profit, and ſome ar Three Shillings profit in. 
the Pound; and 1 do not know of one above that profit ; for I bleſs 
God, 1 always hated Extortion and Oppreſſion , and had I gotten. 
half in half, as ſame.curſed Extortioners did, I had, as I received at 
frſt 2 or 3 Thouſand Pour? fer. Year, doubled it, and doubled ir, to, 
have made it up above Twenty Thouſand Pound by this time, and fo, 
kave had a curſed great Eſtate, as it may be ſome others have, out of. 
the ruines of the Poor, and the Cheating of their Country: For _ . 


BK 
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| be ome who have zrown up like 1s, from a Denghill, to a pro: 

ous bigneſs gt xe | TR 5s b pro 
the Maggots grow, the more the 


erfons, to confider how dreadful a thing it is, that our Mari- 
_—  ſhoutd be thus eaten up, and devoured, for want of looking 


And now I will return to the poor Seamen. I found by ſad Exe 
pores, That fo ſoon as the Seamen had beaten the French, their Mi- 
began to be multiplied, as 1 might How mote farge'y ; and [ 

Was not eafie to buy their Pay at dearer Rates, thanT would ſell, If I 
Had been to ſell and loſe to another : For that is the Rule that Chri 
himfelf faith is the Subſtance of the Law and the Pro To do as 
wr would be done uno, and that is in the Church-Catechiſin ; and which 
- Rvle, 1 believe, is planted by God himſelf, in the Law of Nature 
and by which all Mankind ſhall be Judged at the great Day : And if 
theſe Nations will not learn their Catechiſms, I believe God will whip 
them : I aid fo laſt Year of the Eaſt-1ndia-Company's Concerns, that 
God did Command all Mankind, To do as they would be done unto. 
And wheat they learned, God knows; they have, I am ſure, been ſo 
whipped this Year, . that they, nor their Fathers, never knew the 
like, And God will, Ibelieve, plead the Cauſe of the Poor, 


__ Rt were well now, under this kearching Rod, ſince it appears God is 
_ riſenvp in Judgment againſt our Sea-Afairs, that we would oblige our 

ſelves, as Chriſtians, to ſeck and enquire after all the Cans of it, if 
poſlible, both of Sin, the procuring Cauſe, -and Men's Knavery, Fool- 
ery, or Negligence on the other hand. - But this, by. the way, I fay, 
1 bleſs God, inſtead of taking advantage of the miſery of ruined Sea- 
men's Pay, to buy it at half loſs, 1 have left off buying any at all, for 
near three Years, neither'ever will buy any in this World ; and for 
the next, as Job faith, there the weary are at reſt, and there the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling. There Mankind will not cheat and ru- 
ine, and plague and oppreſs one the other, 

And now I have ſaid _ it may-be ſame will fay, I am mad in- 
deed, 'to loſe the getting of ſo many Thouſands of Pounds, and now 
to trouble my ſelf with the miſery, the knavery, and ruins of Adan- 
kind, and get. nothing by it, but rather run the hazard ( if any will 


be my Enemies) for tcVing the truth, to be ruined my ſelf. _— 
anſwer 
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| i true, 1 doin the proſeger of © ery eta 
Yah de. Uy wick proene 7 wks, 7 [do not now of - 

; Falſhood or Lye, in whatever I have yritten, as repreſented b 
ye; and 1 know that God will bring every work to Judgment, with 
eyery ſecret thing , whether it he Good or Evil; and fo 1 would 
Write very Line as that which may be brought tobe known to theſe 
Nation to be confidered of, and as that which I would have it, 
all found Truth ja the great Day. 

And now, having faid this, and confidered of what I have repre- - 
ented, of the dreadful Ruins and Neſtruftion of our Enghſh agg Scotch 
Seamen, and there is not one Soul of them knoweth what I write for 
them: And indeed, it is a mercy they do not know their miſeries to- 

ether ; and while they know it apart, they groan under it apart. And 

or thoſe who are dead, they cannot complain ; and thoſe who have 

been ſo far provoked to go away, and ſerve other Nations, they will | 
not come again, I ſuppoſe quickly, to complain : and indeed, as Jab 

ſaid, 6. & 5. Doth the wild Aſs bray, when be bath Graſs, or lowetb the 

Ox over bis Fother. If the poor miſerable ruined Creaturgs, loſe the - 
Graſs and Fother at home, with ©'s and R's, it may be t&y will bray;' 
and ſince they beat the French, and are fo dreadfillyyrvined in their 
Pqy and Liherty, ſome have Sworn by their Damnation, They would: 
ſerve the French, or any Nation, rather than be ruined at home. Who 
can help their Swearing : Solomoy faith, Qpprefjion maketh wiſe Mops -- 
mad. And ifſo, who can expect any other from them, that are not 
over-wiſe, And when -I have repreſented a few of their miſeries, if 
the Lords of.the Admiralty were ordered to lay before the Pgria- - 
ment, the method of forge Commanders abufing;the Seamen, or cheat - - 
ing them, or their Families, or the Nation, in the-$eamens Tickets 
and Pgy,.. which ſame have been. accuſed of publickly : and alſo, the + 
Comauſſioners of the Navy, were t0 repreſent what nymdber o Fe- - 
titions the poor, and diſtreſſed, and miſerable Seamens Wives, Wi - 
dows, . or Relations, have laid before them, for Tickets-kept from the - 
Seamen: for their Pay; and let the Account-Books,- angd-Ship-Books, 
be alſp- ſearched, to fee haw many hundreds of Pounds warth of Sea- . 
mens Tickets have been received publickly,, by, or -for. the Com- . 
manders of ſome Ships, while they hal liberty to receive them with- }. 
out ſo much trouble as to-forge Fowers, with all that ather curſed Vil- . 
lains have forged; and. how this' miſery hath belped to make the Sea- . 


men ; 
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( 20 ) | 
men miſerable in the loſs of their Pay: and to make their Families * 
more miſerable, by pretending to hinder the poor ruined Seamens 
Wives from getting a Clerk to ſearch the Ship's Books their Husbarids ' 
bogs to, or dyed in, to ſee whether they be itanding faſt, or run 
out of their Pay. This, 1 fay, would be a means for the Parisament 
and Nation to 
publickly. | | | 

And as I ſaid the Seamens miſeries are fruitful, ſo is their being : 
Cheated of their Pay made a help to their miſery. _ 

For though there be perhaps Forty or Fifty Clerks and Clerks 
Boys catſ{ce the Books, and though the Captains Clerks of every 
Ship, and the Pur tr of every Ship, hath Books of all the Seamens 
Names, and can give out Copies of what Names they” pleaſe to thoſe 
that can forge powers to receive Seamens pay, to the value of Two 
or Three Hundred pound in a Ship, and the Captains and Purſers 
make ovt Tickets for the ſame, to offer to Sale, without pow- 
ers, and to keep men open upon the Ship's Book a whole Hef? 
India Voyage' after they are gone ; Yet theſe Things, though 
proved, are not minded to be repreſented to the Parkament. 


But if a =_ Seaman*'s Wife, or a poor Seaman in the Hoſ- 
ital, would ſee whether he be run out of his pay, or whether it 
received by one or another, they may petition the Navy-board, 
and give the Clerk of the Petstions a ſhilliag for the petition, and 
his Boy fix pence, to remember his Worſhip, that he may -pur 
his Maſter in mind, that ſuch a man in ſuch an Hoſpital deſires to 
Know whether he be not Run out of his Money in ſuch and ſuch 
a Ship's Book, where he was fick, or turn'd over, | 
And, it may be, in this time of extraordinary need of 
Seamen, the poor Seaman is preſt away again , with the. 
Hoſpital-Certificate in his Pocket, and that taken from him, and he 
ſent on Board of the Keteh, to be carried away befare he get the Book 
ſearched. | | 
But if he be Old and Crafie , and have not money to buy 
himſelf off , it may be Shame, or Fear, will make them clear 
him again; and then he may look after his petition again ; and 
that 1s a better miſery than ordinary, to- be miſerable enough, 
ro be ſent to the Hoſpital in London, and have liberty to look 
after his money due intwo other Ships, - ta 


ſomething of Cheating the King, and the Seamen 


Whereas 


Fas} 
whereas, had he not, it may be he would, if Living, and like T 
to come again, . have been Run ont of it, if gone away, they - 
expecting he would not come again, they then ſet down. in - 
the Book, paid the Party. | 


And how many of theſe paying the parties there hath been 
this War, that the party never had a Groat of I know not ; 
neither what a fatal miſery it hath been to poor Seamen's. 
Wives, the not having liberty to be rightly informed how 
their Husbands ſtood-in the Book, without petitioning. the 
Navy-Board;as if theWives bei; truly infornidby one of the 
Clerks,(tho ſhe never look into theBooks)would be the blow- 
ing up of the whole Book : But if I am not miſtaken, if I 
hadnot left off Ticket-buying above three ' years ago, but 
had taken all the Advantages of Sea-mens miſeries, this - 
Frick it ſelf might have helped me (with a good Friend) to 
get the. Books ſearched privatly and ſo have bought Seamens 4 
miſerable pay at the ſame curſed price, as . ſome-others have.. | 
bought it at : But bleſſed be God that my Mother tanght me 
the Catechiſm to defy the Devil and all his Works, the vain 
pomps-and vanities of this wicked. World. 


 And* now I think of the . Church Catechifm, of de-- 
iying. the Devil and all his Works, and teaching us to do to: 
all men as we would they ſhould do to ns, makes me think alſo 
tow honeſt men may Buy the Seamens pay, at two" or three 
Shillings in the pound profit, as I did; and ſo long as they 
do, as they would be done-vnto, may. ſerve the King the- 
Nation, and-the-Seamen: therein :* Bot thoſe that buy at ten- | 
er twelve ſhillings in the pound loſs to the poor Seamen,(as 
many have - done ſince the Seamen. beat the French ;) thoſe 1 
do take to be ſuch as the miniſters and people, and whole: 
Church of England are bound to curſe every Year ; for I find 
m the Book of Common-prayer, that in the Comination : 
there are theſe ſeveral Curſes. - | 


D-. Crrſed. 


b 


OO 6 ——_— = =: _ 


—— _— _—_ 
_ * -_— . 
— = - 
=I 


_— 
bt 


= DIED 
44 De EDD CER be. _— x 


' upon him the Cure of Souls in the Church of England 


have beca Extortioners to them 


_— 
4 


X93 
Curſed is be that remwoveth bis Neighbours Land-mark. 
' Curſed 5 5s he that maketh the Blind to go out of bis way. 
Curſed is be that perverteth the Judgment of the Stranger, the 


 Fatberieſs and the Widow. 


- Curſed is be that ſmiteth bis Neighbour ſecretly, 
[Curſed are the nnmercifu and extortioners. 
Now there is not a Miniſter in England allowed to take 


bound to-deckere his allher and eentiuz es the by 
Parliament ; and theſe Curſes are to be read once gvery year, 


a DIE Amen. 
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CE dealt wi ey prove to all. 
that they that have-been ai, wi 


= be ed 
AR: of Arhen did tronble the- whole Hoſt of of If ac, .and 
bo flee before their Enemies until it was Diſcovered, 


.ahd the Author puniſhed; then whe can tell how dangerous 


ir may be to theſe Nations, to tet ſich nnmereifulneſs, corſed 


ummercifulnefs and _ > for if-God 
-Requires"the A uthors of ſuch miferies to be found 


out and puniſhed, he expetts it ſhould be done, or this Na- 


tion, muſt ſurely expeRt to be Corrected, for St. Paul faith, 
God is not mocked, for whatſoeuet @ Man ſows, that ſhall be 


alſo reap. And 


O34: 

And 1 am fore, ſince the rnaning and ruining of the Cea- - 
men and their-Families , ovr poors Book is riſen to be 
twenty Seaven months to the \ear, ad we are aifo in Debe, - 
ſo that I doubt our poors books next year, muſt be about 
twenty eight, or Thirty menths inthe Year to get ns eur of 
Debt for our poors. Tax and fince we have had ſo miſerable a 
number of poor ruined ſeamens»- Widows or Chiidren, our 
Taxes are ſo exceeding, high, and our Trade in. the- 
mean- time 1s ſo way-laid, thaw when his 4-ajeſty ordered the. 
payment of feveral Ships, it bath been ſo managed, that tho. 
the men are diſcharged and paid off, the King is pnt to the. 
charge to pay them off near thirty miles from London, and: . 
the City and Country way-laid to catch them if. 
they cometo London, and theſe poor fouls who eſcaped with. 
their Lives, whereran Huadred or two in aſhip died, and: , 
ſeveral ſcores ſent on ſhore ſick, when they came in to be paid, 
yet not a ſonl of them fate from the Preſs one day for their 


ſtrength to Recruitagain before £0 out, or to lay. out. 
their mony at beſt hand in Londen, or to return it home to. 


them. 
th avway ir a day or. two very miſerably, and the. 
City Londow and Subarbs, (who mult ſupply them with 
—_————— _ —T they: 
may ſtarve, )are diſappointed in taking any . 
and 1 think if we have toft above a Thouſand merchant ſhips, 
and near an Hundred menof War, it may be modeſtly come. 
puted,. that there hath been. near twenty Thouſand carried: 
Captives to France. this War ; and yet let the City fupply 
them what they will in their diſtreſs, they ſhall be fore to be- 
paidfar enough off from their taking any of their mony, {6+ 
bat tho the Gity of London hath been always T oyal and Faith-. 
ful to K.Willsem, and ready to affift hm with their purſes and} 
perſons, and the ſeamen of ' England always Loyal and Ready- 
to lay down their Lives at any time for His Afajeſty and the- 
Nation, if — their: Enemies Gang ; and: 

)2 yet. 
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yet I will challenge all mankin1 to ſhew ſu ch Examples of the 
Cities being deprived of -the ſeamens Trade, and the ſea-: 
mens being ſo Ruined in their pay in their Liberty, and in 
their Lives with ſuch fatal Ruin, and for ſo long continuance, 
ſince England was a Nation. 7 

And indeed; however it comes to paſs, the providence of 
God, by my extraordinary Leal to aſliſt all Seamen to ſerve 
his Majeſty, and theſe Nations, hath enabled me to know 
more of their Caſes than, it may be any private man in 
England; For as I have aſſiſted Thouſands, and that as 
' cheap as for ready money, to encovrage them chearfully 
in the Service: ſo among their Deaths, and being turn- 
ed over, or preſt from Ship to Ship, I ſhall loſe about 
a Thouſrnd pound, and that by about Four Hundred - 
men; and of all thoſe Four Hundred men, there are 
near- Three Hundred and Forty Dead, or gone I know 
not where ; and I, bleſs God, that Il buy my Experience of 
the Seamens mifſeries, thus dear, for inſtead of Repining a- 
gainſt his holy providence , ] find he fitteth me with 
Content, and with an Heart, to compaſſionate the mife- 
ries of thoſe that 1 have. loſt i» much by, and all the 
reſt of: their Roinedl Companicns. 

And 4 may almoſt admire how ſome that have been 
Raiſed up in the Ruines: of the poor and miſerable Sea- 
men., can have their Hearts fo hard and obdurate, yea. 
[ - fay; Caſe-hardened : as to help Ruine them more and 
more, , and, in the mean time, {mother up what they - 
can of his Aajeſtics and the Nations Loſs in our Sea- 
men.; and the King and Nations being cheated of. a mylti- 
tude of money or Stores. | ' 

. T had written much more largely , of the miſerableneſs of: 
the Seamen, and the method of the King's being cheared, 
and the Seamen being cheated, but-that 1 was afraid it wass 
too-large to trouble the Two moſt-Honobravle Hoſes with, - 
and fo have, in theſe 1 aft Four Days, drawn up this ſhore 
Breviate of what part of their miſcries cane readily to- my 
mind, having not time nor patience to look -over ge: 


(25) 


dook, conſidering that every miſery-that Re 
Fine being found out, the Cure will. be: quick] 


_ 


ly under-. 


It doth ſeem ſtrange to me, that , the Nation, which doth 
all in general agree, ſuch as are 'men of Senſe, Honeſty and .. 
Love to their Coantrey, and the true Proteſtant Religion, . 
that they have Cauſe to-bjeſs and-admire at the-good, mira- | 
cylous and. gracious ,providence of God, in Railing-yp, ours 
moſt gracious King William, to be a means of a_ Deliver- : 
ance for us, and. .a -Deferice for theſe - Nations, and oppreſ-. . 
I_—-' = wk—ree Sy oO ET RT RT 2 

_ I ay it is ſtrange that we ſhovild ſee Cauſe to bleſs God for 
tons, and _ ww qo te _ org own Vine and . 
Fig-Trees, and yet at. the ſame time let the Seamen of, Eng- r 
land be. Ruined a" awyindled away fo many Ten Th 
ſands of them, and not mind them, and yet call them 
the-Walls of the Nation, as if it could, be ſafe and ſecure 
to dwell in any Houſe in the World after_the Walk are 
thrown down : For my part, 1 do faithfully declare my O- 
Pinion before God and man, That if theſe abide not -in 
o_ Ships.(as St. Paw ſaid of the Mariners that were with 

in 

ſure our Seamen cannot abide in the Ships, "if they are 
kept until they are ſtifled to Death for want of freſh Air 
and freſh proviſions , and ſo thrown half of them over 
Board. : 

Neither will thiy, 1 fear, \gbide In the;Ships, many of 
them, if they foe Weir ſhips = LA for ſeven years, 
without Fourteen Days Releaſe, and eſpecially if they ſee 
many of their Priſon-Keepers beat and abuſe ſome of them - 
like Dogs, and it may be call them Dogs, and eternal damu*d 
Dogs, into the Bargain; and if, as Purier Maidman ſays, in 
his- book catted; Navat Sperntations, printed by Mr. Cilliflow- 
er, That in ſome ſhips the Officers muſt live like ſlaves in 4- 
£1er, if they cannot, like Spaniels, fawn enough on the Cap- 
tains. I ſay, if the Officers live io, what muſt the poor ſea- 
men do, that are liable to be beaten by Captains 2nd inferi- 
cur Officers alſo, But 


ither 
Cents bath 

tho Un viinrery ſpeak for the ſeamea, and that 

I have plainly Lid down ſome of their miſeries. 
t begin again ; for more of their miſcries crowd 


Bot thefe before-mentioned, if well redreſſed, 
moſt of the reſt. CORE X 627 


on. Fam have Sues to Ruine them already, be 
Nord ve our 6 cannot help it, Ti book is done, 
No ar Gredovs King _ the 
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